
  

ZONING CHANGE REVIEW SHEET 
 
CASE NUMBER: C14H-06-0041 
 
 
 

 
HLC DATE:  November 27, 2006                         
 December 18, 2006   
 October 22, 2007 
PC DATE: November 13, 2007

   
APPLICANT:  Historic Landmark Commission 
 
HISTORIC NAME:  Schenken-Oatman House 
 
WATERSHED:  Waller Creek 
 
ADDRESS OF PROPOSED ZONING CHANGE:  311 West 41st Street 
 
ZONING FROM:  SF-3-NCCD TO:  SF-3-H-NCCD 
 
SUMMARY STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends the proposed zoning change 
from single family residence, neighborhood conservation (SF -3-NCCD) district to Single 
Family – Historic – Neighborhood Conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) combining district zoning. 
 
HISTORIC LANDMARK COMMISSION ACTION:  November 27, 2006: Initiated a historic 
zoning case.  December 18, 2006:  Postponed the case indefinitely at the request of the 
property owner, who is seeking to restore the house.  October 22, 2007:  Recommended a 
zoning change from single family residence, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) district 
to single family residence – Historic, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) combining 
district zoning.  Vote:  6-0 (Bunton and Hansen absent; Leary ill). 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION ACTION:  Recommended a zoning change from single family 
residence, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-NCCD) district to single family residence – 
Historic, neighborhood conservation (SF-3-H-NCCD) combining district zoning.  Vote: 9-0 
 
DEPARTMENT COMMENTS:  The house is a potentially contributing structure to the Hyde 
Park National Register Historic District, but requires the removal of non-historic 
architectural modifications to be contributing.  
 
CITY COUNCIL DATE:  December 6, 2007 ACTION: 
 
ORDINANCE READINGS: 1ST   2ND   3RD ORDINANCE NUMBER: 
 
CASE MANAGER:  Steve Sadowsky PHONE:  974-6454 
 
NEIGHBORHOOD ORGANIZATION:  Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
 
BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Architecture:  One-story hipped roof transitional cottage with a projecting entry porch.  
Alterations include aluminum siding and windows. The cottage is in poor condition having 

 



  

been vacant for at least 20 years.  UPDATE:  The aluminum siding has been removed, and 
the house has been leveled.  Plans call for the complete restoration of the house. 
 
Historical Associations:  The dwelling was owned and occupied by Mrs. Pearl Oatman and 
daughter, from at least 1922. Mrs. Oatman was the widow of Harry W. Oatman who died in 
1918.  Mrs. Oatman died in 1973. 
 
In 1968 ownership of the house was passed to Mrs. Oatman’s daughter also named Pearl 
and son-in-law, William F. Welch. Pearl Welch continued to own the home until her death 
in 2005, although it is believed that she did not live in the home the later part of her life. 
 
The new owners of the house, who are engaged in its restoration, have provided additional 
historical materials that show that this house is a “time capsule” of life in Hyde Park in the 
early 20th century and an example of middle-class life in Austin. 
 
PARCEL NO.: 02-1905-0907-0000  
  
LEGAL DESCRIPTION:  The east 65 feet of Lots 1-4, Block 6, Hyde Park, Addition No. 2 
 
ANNUAL CITY TAX ABATEMENT:  $1,932.68 (Owner Occupied)  
 
APPRAISED VALUE:  $181,095.00 
 
PRESENT USE:  Vacant 
 
CONDITION:  Poor 
 
PRESENT OWNER  
Restore Hyde Park, LLC  
c/o Wanda Penn  
3913 Avenue G 
Austin, Texas, 78751 
 
DATE BUILT:  1911 
 
ALTERATIONS/ADDITIONS: Alterations include aluminum siding and replacement 
windows 
 
ORIGINAL OWNER(S):  Believed to be Adelbert F. Schenken 
 
OTHER HISTORICAL DESIGNATIONS:  None 
 

 

 



  

 

 



  

 

311 W. 41ST STREET – ORIGINAL SHIPLAP SIDING 

 

311 W. 41ST STREET  
 
 

 



  

OCCUPANCY HISTORY 
City Directory Research, Austin History Center 
By City Historic Preservation Office 
November 8 and December 11, 2006 
 
1976                William F. and Pearl O. Welch, Owners  

• No occupation listed 
1972                Pearl O. Welch, Owner 

• Nurse 
1968                William N. and Pearl O. Welch, Owners 

• Attendant State Hospital 
1965                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1961                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1958                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1955                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1952                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1947                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1944                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1941                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1937                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1935                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1929                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1927                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 
1924                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 

• No occupation listed 

 



  

1922                Pearl N. Oatman, Owner (Widow of Harry W.) 
• No occupation listed 

1920                W A and Sallie Monts, Renters 
• Inspector and Collector; Bobo-Heflin Co. 

1918               Lula Meacham (Widow of Murphy M) 
• Saleswoman; E. M. Scarborough & Sons 

1916               Lula Meacham (Widow of Murphy M) 
• Employee; F. W. Woolworth 

1914               William A. McElroy 
• Bookkeeper 

1912              Adelbert F. Schenken 
• Junior Apprentice Carpenter 

1911              Adelbert F. Schenken 
• Printer Texas Vorwaerts 

NOTE: 1909 City Directory shows Adelbert F. Schenken as living on Webberville Road (3 
miles east of City Limits).  It is believed that Mr. Schenken was the original owner of 
the house as there no listing for this property before 1911. One address is shown in 
the 1909 directory for John - Luthy residing at the S.W. corner of Avenue C and 41st 
Street listed as 300 W. 41st Street. 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 

 



  

 

Dear Ms. Wilson, 
 
We have sent a copy of this letter to Mr. Sadowsky, Ms. Limbacher and Ms. Bunton as you 
indicated yesterday.  I am sending this to you too so you would have this information. 
 
Historic Case #NRD-06-0159 to be heard at public hearing on November 27th, 2006 
 
We are protesting the demolition permit request for the home located at 311 W. 41st St in 
the Hyde Park neighborhood.   
 
We do not believe that the structure should be destroyed and ask that the demolition permit 
be denied.  We have lived by this property for over 50 years and knew both Mrs. Oatman 
and her daughter Mrs. Welch who each maintained this home.  It is very apparent that this 
property needs some major renovations due to its subsequent closure and vacancy during 
Mrs. Welch's final years; however it does not need to be torn down.  We believe that City 
Staff should conduct extensive research and investigation of the historic nature of this 
property to both the Hyde Park neighborhood as well as the history of the City of Austin 
and Travis County before any further action is taken on the future of this structure. 
 
This home appears on the City's tax rolls back to 1912, however, due to the number of older 
residents who once lived around this property and who are now deceased, they related 
stories to us of how this structure may have actually dated back prior to 1900.  It was also 
stated by these neighbors that the primary structure beneath the green metal siding and 
older wood siding was once a log cabin with a "dog trot or run" that is actually the central 
hall leading from the front door to the rear of the home.  We lived here many years before 
the green siding was installed and saw the older type of wooden siding that made up the 
exterior walls.  Also, in the back southwest corner of the property sits a small "cow" barn 
that dates back to the early 1900's and was once part of the surrounding pastureland that 
cattle were raised on.  Whether or not the home was moved to this location from another 
part of the city or county or actually site built on it's present location would still mean that 
this home may actually be one of the oldest homes and structures in the central part of 
Hyde Park. 
 
The house was recently offered for sale by the executor of the estate for a minimum bid of 
$200,000.00 and evidently did not sell or have any qualified takers.  Certainly with the 
number of real estate agents and brokers within the City of Austin and the MLS system 
that they use, the executor could engage them to assist in finding a buyer interested in 
preserving this historic piece of Hyde Park.  Even if the buyer would be willing to relocate 
this structure to another part of the neighborhood, it would be more pleasing than to see it 
bulldozed down and permanently destroyed.  (This was done over 25 years ago with the 
Woodburn Home which in worse shape but was successfully moved from the W. 40th and 
Avenue F. corner to it's present location on Avenue D.)   
 
This home has been a significant part of the Hyde Park neighborhood and deserves a fitting 
future as someone's home, rather than a pile of rubble with another cookie cutter home 
placed on its lot.  The character and architectural charm of this structure needs to be 
preserved for the neighborhood's future and as part of Austin's history.   
 



  

 

My family and I would respectfully request that you deny the demolition permit at this time 
and request that research be done on this old home's historic past to develop it's historic 
significance for Hyde Park.  Please research all of the options before deciding on demolition. 
 
Due to my present health, I am unable to travel to attend hearings on this case.  However, I 
wanted this information to be made available to you prior to the hearing date. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. N. Boatright 
4008 Avenue C 
Austin, TX 



  

 

 



  

 
 
 

 


